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Decades of Color

Color, says Leatrice Eiseman, exec-
utive director of the Pantone Color
Institute, “reflects the influences of
world events, politics, art, media,
fashion, and music. From the avoca-
do and harvest gold of the '70s to
the pink that echoes today’s hopes
for a rosier world, color punctuates
our memories and scores our emo-
tional lives.”

In the 2003 article 40 Years of
Color,"” published by Pantone, Eise-
man celebrates the company’s 40th
anniversary with a look at the evo-
lution of color during that time.
Some of her observations:
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1960s
0000

POPULAR COLORS:

PANTONE 17-1937 Hot Pink
PANTONE 16-1362 Vermillion Orange
PANTONE 15-6437 Grass Green
PANTONE 13-0859 Lemon Chrome
PANTONE 16-4529 Cyan Blue

Youth culture erupted in the '60s, and
sex, drugs and rock & roll were the
(dis)order of the day. From Swinging
London to Haight-Ashbury, Mod to
Mondrian, and Jimi Hendrix to Janis
Joplin, music and psychedelic drugs
turned people on to color. Timothy
Leary influenced the fashion scene as
much as Mary Quant. Fashion models
and photographers were becoming as
important as designers, and Twiggy
emerged as the face of 1966.

1970s

POPULAR COLORS:

PANTONE 18-0430 Avocado
PANTONE 17-1544 Burnt Sienna
PANTONE 19-1116 Carafe
PANTONE 16-0948 Harvest Gold
PANTONE 18-1248 Rust

The recession of the 1970s brought a
retreat into safe, sober earth colors,
and the dreaded "A"” word of both

fashion and interior designers—avoca-

do—had the American consumer in a
full nelson, especially in the kitchen.
African Americans became more
aware of their heritage and adopted
native African patterns and colors,
which were, again, earth tones. Disco
was crowned king, and in the fashion
world, no one was hotter than Hal-
ston, with his luxurious Ultrasuede
pantsuits and decadent Studio 54
lifestyle.

1980s
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POPULAR COLORS:

PANTONE 14-1122 Sheepskin
PANTONE 16-1431 Canyon Clay
PANTONE 14-3907 Thistle
PANTONE 19-1663 Ribbon Red
PANTONE 19-3955 Royal Blue

1990s
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POPULAR COLORS:

PANTONE 14-0105 Overcast
PANTONE 17-1118 Lead Gray
PANTONE 14-0445 Bright Chartreuse
PANTONE 13-0752 Lemon
PANTONE 16-1452 Firecracker
PANTONE 16-4725 Scuba Blue

2000s

POPULAR COLORS:

PANTONE 15-4020 Cerulean,
PANTONE 12-0713 Almond Oil
PANTONE 14-4002 Wind Chime
PANTONE 16-3911 Lavender Aura
PANTONE 16-1010 Incense
PANTONE 16-6008 Seagrass
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